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Abstract: By using the methods of literature and logical analysis, this paper systematically discusses

the stakeholder status of athletes in international sports organizations and their marginalization in the

process of organizational decision-making. From the perspective of non-governmental organization ac-

countability, this paper analyzes the interest conjugate relationship between athletes and international

sports organizations. It is pointed out that whether it is the athletes’ committee or the online digital

platform, due to the lack of effective power balance mechanism, athletes’ participation in organiza-

tional decision-making is largely symbolic. To this end, a more standardized and inclusive participa-

tion mechanism should be established to ensure that international sports organizations fully perform

their downward responsibilities.

Key words: NGO accountability; participation; athlete; downward accountability; representation



