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Discourse Construction and National Identity:
A Practice Representation of the National Martial Arts Examination
(National Examination) during the Republican Period

LIU Shuaibing', JI Canzhong”

(1. School of Martial Arts and Art, Nanjing Sport Institute, Nanjing 210014, China;
2. School of Sports Science and Physical Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The National Martial Arts Examination carries the political demands and emotional de-
mands of the national construction, which is the practice of martial arts nationalization during the Re-
publican period. Exploring the formation, occurrence and characteristics of the National Martial Arts
Examination, the legitimacy of the national construction is reflected in the history, progressive and
contemporary, and constructing the political, economic and educational discourse for the martial arts
groups who walk on the edge of the country and society. This strengthens the connection between
martial arts and the country, and the martial arts groups can participate in the construction of the na-
tion. Through the space shaping of ritual exercises, the discourse expression of the state present, po-
litical discipline and other means, the National Martial Arts Examination has become the practice
space of the construction of the nation. Martial arts have been raised to the height of “national arts”.
With the help of “competition” and “examination”, martial arts opens the road of modernization.

Key words: the Republican period; the National Martial Arts Examination; discourse construction;

national identity



