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From Conflict to Cooperation: Analysis of the Relationship
between the United Nations and the International Olympic
Committee in the Context of Global Sports Governance

ZHENG Yiting
(School of Physical Education and Sport Science, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract: The evolution of the relationship between the United Nations and the International Olympic
Committee has a profound impact on the structural optimization, good governance reform and value
realization of global sports governance. By using the methods of literature and logical analysis, based
on the multi-level analysis framework of inter-organizational relationship theory, this paper takes the
evolution of the relationship between the United Nations (UN) and the International Olympic Com-
mittee (I0C) as the starting point to explore the conflicts and cooperation among organizations in
global sports governance. The relationship between the UN and the IOC has gone through a process
of conflict confrontation-trying cooperation-unity cooperation, which is mainly affected by the interna-
tional environment, the nature and objectives of the organization, the leaders of the organization and
the way of interaction between the organizations. Looking forward to the future, in the construction
of the international sports order, the two organizations will continue to interact and strengthen coop-
eration under the common goal of promoting peace and development, in the basic framework of inter-
national sports autonomy, and in the field of solving global sports problems.

Key words: the United Nations; the International Olympic Committee; inter-organizational relations;

global sports governance; good governance of sport



