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Football Primitive

——Animal Aesthetics in Modern Society

LU Yunting

(School of Journalism and Communication, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: Football is a reproduction of prehistoric civilization, but it can accurately interpret the natu-
ral way of the world, including the symbolic display of all biological hunting behaviors. From a cul-
tural point of view, modern football is like a symbol of the ultimate value of human beings. Football
is also a freehand imitation process for human hunting behavior. The framework of its group games
contains the overall meaning of today’s professional division of labor. The vast majority of animals
cannot carry out productive work, and their survival skills are based on how to obtain food. The food
chain in the biological world is composed of this, and football shows the dynamic inertia of the food
chain. The biological index of football is established. The biological chain only rewards the winner,
and the winner can also evolve into a species that redefines freedom. The winners in the biological
world can obtain real freedom, but freedom is not to do what they want, but only a ritualized proce-
dure to get rid of the abnormal constraints. Football has crossed the obstacles of hunting society, ani-
mal husbandry society and farming civilization, formed in industrialized society and settled in the in-
formation age. Modern football has become a kind of leisure resource in industrialized and information
society. It is characterized by rich and original action vocabulary. Modern football takes this opportu-
nity to deeply intervene in the life order of human society, and has become a real carrier for human be-
ings to explore the relationship between human and animals in an all-round way.

Key words: modern football; primitivism; animal philosophy; hunting prototypes; imitation principle



