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19.

Beyond Pragmatism: Rethinking of Naturalized Players

—On the Path of Naturalized Football Players under the New Situation

LI Shihao

(School of Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Elkeson and other naturalized players on behalf of the Chinese national football team offi-
cially announced the arrival of the “naturalized era” of Chinese football. Relevant research should go
out of the existing methodology and use the overall and developing dual rationality theory to analyze
the phenomenon of naturalized players under the logical approach of super pragmatism. With the in-
troduction of FIFA Statues 2020 and the fading of money football boom, naturalized football players
under the new situation should conform to the long-term interests of the country and identify with
China and the Chinese nation. The relevant departments should carry out the naturalization policy
step by step in a certain period of time, from the current mode of non-blood naturalization, supple-
mented by a certain degree of blood naturalization to the mode of blood naturalization, supplemented
by certain cost-effective non-blood naturalization.

Key words: naturalized players; pragmatism; Chinese football; blood naturalization; non-blood natu-

ralization



