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Production Mechanism and Operational Logic of

Contemporary Wushu “Headman”

——An Investigation of the Leader Phenomenon of A Folk Wushu School

HOU Shengchuan

(School of Physical Education, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450044, China)

Abstract: As a reflection of the folk headman system, the word “leader” is often used to express the
real authority of Wushu schools in Wushu society, and three inheritance paths of blood inheritance,
disciple inheritance and comprehensive consideration of power technology are basically established.
Through oral history method, field observation method and literature method, the leader election, au-
thority construction and daily operation of a folk Wushu school are analyzed. It is found that because
of today’s gradually declining tradition the leaders have the practical significance of condensing collec-
tive consciousness; people reconstruct the real authority of leaders through modern election system.,
rational-legal authority and traditional authority; the development of contemporary folk Wushu
schools must change from mechanical unity to organic unity. At the same time, it is pointed out that
the legal leaders in modern society have to make anabdicating compromise to maintain their own au-
thority when dealing with the caste system in the traditional authority.

Key words: authority; folk Wushu; leader; school; caste system; mechanical unity; organic unity



