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Body, Nature and Orientalism: On the Essence of Traditional Martial

Arts from the Perspective of Folk Cross-circle Fighting

LU Yunting

(School of Media and Arts, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: The fistfight between Ma Baoguo and Wang Qingmin is a cross-circle one. Cross-circle fist-

fight is a departure from the spirit of sports in essence. Cross-circle fistfight is comedy rather than

tragedy from the perspective of drama watching. Cross-circle fistfight shows that the Chinese

people’s habit of being lively rather than scientific reflecting their social curiosity. Cross-circle fist-

fight has sufficient anthropological significance, but no significance of sports science. It embodies a

kind of hypothetical ability of human in the natural form rather than the competition ability in the con-

text of sports. The civilization of cross-circle fistfight is greater than the culture, the entertainment is

greater than the sports, the hypothesis is greater than the practice, and the ritual is greater than the

nature.

Key words: cross-circle fistfight; folk martial arts competition; comedy; entertainment; hypothesis; sports-

manship



