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A Historical Survey of the Development of Martial Arts Promoted by
Escort Agencies in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China

WU Xuanting', GUO Yucheng?

(1. School of Physical Education, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041004, China;

2. School of Martial Arts, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)
Abstract: Examining the technical characteristics, transmission, development and evolution of martial
arts of armed escorts in ancient Chinese escort agencies can reproduce the development of early martial
arts, enrich the content of martial arts history research, and summarize historical experience to pro-
vide reference for the promotion of martial arts and its culture in the new era. This paper analyzes the
role of escort agencies in promoting the development of martial arts in the late Qing Dynasty and the
early Republic of China by the methods of literature review and historical analysis. It is believed that
escort agency is an important organization to realize the professionalization transformation of the func-
tion of martial arts, which promotes the innovation and evolution of martial arts along with the times,
and opens up multiple ways of martial arts transmission. It has also stabilized the way of succession
between master and apprentice, promoted the diversified development of martial arts value, promoted
the further study and inheritance of rare martial arts such as hidden weapons and dodge, and provided
important material support for “serving the country with martial arts”.
Key words: escort agency; martial arts communication; late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of Chi-

na; history; professionalization; inheritance; value





