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The Legitimacy Dilemma and Its Countermeasures of
Grassroots Sports Organizations

——From the Perspective of New Institutionalism

GAO Bangguo', SHEN Keyin®**

(1. Graduate Department, Wuhan Sports University, Wuhan 430079, China;
2. Research Center for Sports and Social Sciences, Wuhan Sports University, Wuhan 430079, China;
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Abstract: With the further development of national fitness strategy, grassroots sports organizations
have become the main body of public sports service supply. The survival and development of grassro-
ots sports organizations has become an important research content in the field of sports social organiza-
tions. This paper analyzes the legitimacy dilemma of grass-roots sports organizations from three di-
mensions of New Institutionalism: regulation, standardization and culture cognition by using the
methods of literature and field investigation. It is believed that grass-roots sports organizations are fa-
cing the dilemma of official, social and internal legitimacy. On this basis, the government should help
grass-roots sports organizations obtain official legitimacy by reforming the registration system and in-
creasing the purchase of sports services. Grassroots sports organizations should strengthen the social
morality education and system construction, and coordinate with the government, society and organi-
zations to achieve their social legitimacy. Grassroots organizations should strengthen their own team
spirit construction, build legal authority and consolidate their internal legitimacy. The purpose is to
provide reference for the healthy development of grass-roots sports organizations and better service to
the national fitness.

Key words: grassroots sports organization; New Institutionalism; regulation; normalization; culture

cognition; official legitimacy; social legitimacy; internal legitimacy





