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Spatial Distribution and Influential Factors of
Sports Intangible Cultural Heritage in Central China

YANG Qi

(School of Physical Education, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330031, China)

Abstract: 514 sports intangible cultural heritages in Central China were visualized by GIS spatial anal-
ysis technology, and their distribution characteristics and influencing factors were explored. The re-
sults show that the spatial distribution of sports intangible cultural heritage in the central region is
clustered, and four high-density areas are formed, which are Enshi Tujia and Miao Autonomous Pre-
fecture in Hubei Province, Ganzhou, Fuzhou, Ji’ an and Yichun in Jiangxi Province, Linfen and
Jinzhong in Shanxi Province and Jiaozuo in Henan Province. In addition, there are three sub density
concentration areas, namely Yuncheng and Jincheng in Shanxi Province, Puyang and Zhoukou in
Henan Province, Xuancheng and Huangshan in Anhui Province. The research shows that the distri-
bution of sports intangible cultural heritage in the central region is mainly affected by factors of geog-
raphy, ethnic culture and economic development level. It also reveals the characteristics of riverside
gathering and the majority of plains, ethnic minority gathering areas and economically developed are-
as. The purpose is to provide reference for the inheritance and protection of intangible sports cultural
heritage in Central China and even the whole country.

Key words: sports intangible cultural heritage; central region; spatial distribution; GIS; geographical

environment; nationality; economic development level





