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The Dilemma of the Reform of Professional Football:
Reflection on an Unbalanced National Governance Model
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(1. School of Political Science & International Relations, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China;
2. Physical Education College, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: The paper studies the dilemma of the reform of professional football in China from the per-
spective of unbalanced national governance by using the methods of literature and logical analysis.
Through combing the relevant literature, it is believed that the current national governance model is
unbalanced and there are problems of the anomie of participation of various subjects and the imbalance
of the distribution of governance rights and responsibilities. In addition, the market, society and indi-
vidual subjects have weak discourse power and insufficient participation forming a strong path of gov-
ernment dependence. This paper expounds the relationship between the main bodies of the reform of
professional football, and holds that the government and the football association are the masters of the
reform discourse and the allocators of resources, while the other main bodies have less role in the re-
form. It is pointed out that the specific performance of unbalanced national governance mode is that
the ambiguous development motivation of professional football, the insufficient organizational capacity
and management inefficiency of Football Association, and the lack of effective contact and cooperation
among various subjects. The deep-seated reasons are the government’s non market means governance,
the failure of market and the third sector and the deficiency of individual consciousness and self gov-
ernance. The corresponding development countermeasures are put forward on this basis.
Key words: professional football reform; national governance model; imbalance; dilemma; govern-

ment; Football Association; market; society



