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Reflections on the Introduction of Professional
Football Referee System in China

HE Bo-fang

(School of Law, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract. Professional referee system is the inevitable outcome of the development of Football Profes-
sionalization to a certain stage. Its introduction will effectively improve referees’judging level and pro-
mote the development of football in China. It is believed that professional referees are the key force for
the healthy development of professional leagues, the objective requirement for the development of
football techniques, and the need for improving the overall level of football referees and unified cen-
tralized management. At present, China’s football referees have some problems, such as small base
quota, low level, low treatment, poor environment and so on. Only introducing the professional foot-
ball referee system without supporting measures may not solve the fundamental contradiction; the
current domestic league scale can not meet the development needs of professional referees, and the dif-
ficulty of career transformation and insufficient retirement security also hinder the implementation of
the professional football referee system in China. It is pointed out that the development of football
league should be accelerated, and the development of professional referees should be mutually promo-
ted; the laws and regulations of sports referees should be perfected, the organizational management of
professional referees should be reformed; the salary and retirement security system of professional ref-
erees should be established and perfected; attention should be paid to the training of juvenile referees,
and the professional level of on-the-job referees should be improved in an all-round way. Multi-
pronged approaches should be taken so that the football professional referee system could play a better
role.

Key words: professional football referee; football association; football league; laws and regulations;

guarantee; supervision; cultivation





