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Analysis on the Characteristics of Media Image of Olympic
Champions Based on Content Analysis

ZHOU Hang-yi

(School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: By methods of literature, content analysis and mathematical statistics, from the aspects of
the amount of report time, report themes, report angles, report tendency and report genres, this pa-
per analyzes the reports of Olympic champions published in the Southern Metropolis Daily from 2008
to 2016, aiming to find out the characteristics of Olympic champions’ media image constructed by do-
mestic mainstream media. The results show that the changes of reports quantity about Olympic cham-
pions in the Southern Metropolis Daily present a W-shaped feature, reports in Olympic years reach
the peak; this newspaper is more concerned about the personal themes of Olympic champions, espe-
cially their advertising campaigns; in term of report angles, “introduction and description” are used
most, followed by “fact definition”; the objective construction of Olympic champions’ image conforms
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to the newspaper’s consistent neutral position; “newsletter” is the most widely used report genre,
and used extensively in combination with pictures or comics and other non-text forms. Taken togeth-
er, the construction of Olympic champions’ media image by Southern Metropolis Daily has two char-
acteristics: one is “contemporaneity” of group image; the other is “personalization” of individual im-
age. For this newspaper, further focusing on social themes and increasing reports with suggestions
should be its future report directions.

Key words: Southern Metropolis Daily; Olympic champions; characteristics of media image; content

analysis; contemporaneity; personalization





