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The Selective Acceptance of Chinese People for the Olympic Games

LU Yun-ting

(Center of Sports, Media and Culture, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract; Cultural communication is always filled with contradictions. Olympic Games and its concept
include game behavior, carnival spirit and awareness of rules, while the Chinese people have accepted
the the Olympic Games as the spirit of rationalism, high morality and its religious connotations. The
Olympic concept also contains rich and colorful military elements which inspire the Chinese people’s i-
magination about heroism. The Olympic Games have soon become a psychological inferiority treat-
ment ceremony in modern China in view of the special history of China. The Olympic Games are irre-
placeable in the aspect of theology., games and sacrifice. The inner Olympic spirit has blended with
the sacrifice worship and military cultural tradition. The poetic spirit of oracle is the intrinsic value of
the modern Olympic Games in which the Chinese people can be easily resonated. The moral ideal
which sublimates from the Olympic oracle culture is a spiritual substance that is sufficient to fill up
moral loss in the contemporary society of China. The Olympic Games has nurtured a large group of O-
lympic believers after it entered into China and these people regard the Olympic Games as an external
object of beliefs, which reflect the value of the Olympic Games beyond sports.

Key words: the Olympic concept; Chinese perspective; audience differences; universal values;

belief reconstruction





