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From War Trauma to Ritual Therapy. The Nationalization

Phenomenon of Sport Organizations in China

LU Yun-ting

(Shanghai University of Sport, Center for Sports, Media and Cultural Studies, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: General Administration of Sport of China is an existence based on the function of psycholog-
ical treatment of sports rituals, and has an obvious institutionalized creativity. China’s lack of main-
stream religion, instability of national ritual construction, and the temporarily missing of China’s idol
system have made General Administration of Sport of China play an indispensable function of cultural
remedy even after the Beijing Olympic Games. The universal memory of trauma requires rigorous ritu-
al treatment, and the war-thinking of the whole nation means that there is still a demand for heroic i-
dols in China. Chinese people also need ritualized guidance when entering modern society, which de-
termines the existence rationality of General Administration of Sport of China.

Key words: General Administration of Sport of China; war trauma; ritual therapy; symbolic con-

quest; national spirit; faith reconstruction





